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SUMMARY 

 

 

Odrekhivsky R. The Art of Wood Carving in Galicia as  Phenomenon 

of Ukrainian Sacral Culture of the 19th and the first third of the 20th cc. – 

Qualification scholarly work on the rights of a manuscript. 

Thesis for the habilitation of the degree of Doctor of Arts according to the 

speciality 26.00.01 – Theory and History of Culture. – National Academy of 

Managerial Staff of Culture and Arts. – Kyiv, 2017. 

The dissertation casts light on the history and principal artistic peculiarities 

of carved wooden objects used in religious worship in interiors of temples in 

Galicia. The sources for the research comprised materials, collected by the author 

directly in the interiors of Galician churches. The field studies are supplemented 

with the exhibits from the museum funds and private collections, as well as from 

church and private archives.  

Having an extraordinary potential for cultural studies, this unique database 

was used for the first time in Ukrainian art studies to track the evolutionary process 

of development of wood-carving art within the framework of historicism and neo-

style. The study displays some interrelations of ornamental compositional systems 

of traditional folk art with decorative carving of temple interiors in Galicia. Most 

of the materials presented in the thesis are introduced into the scholarly circulation 

for the first time.  

The historiographical review of the references representing the whole 

century testify to the fact that no complex research centering on the artistic wood-

carving in Galicia from the 19th till the early 20th cc., and positing it as a 

phenomenon of Ukrainian sacral culture, has been conducted until now. In the 

Soviet period this problem was hardly ever addressed. The shift towards studying 

this aspect took place at the beginning of the 1990s.  
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From the historical perspective, the art of wood-carving in Galicia has a 

millennium origin. Old Rus’ journals register the application of wood as a material 

to produce the objects of pre-Christian sacral cult, i.e. pagan idols. The works by 

prominent historians, among them – the studies by M. Hrushevskyi, convince us 

about the traditional woodworking on the territory of Ukraine since ancient times. 

The thesis also claims that the basis of successful development of artistic wood-

carving in Galicia in the period of 19th and early 20th cc. constituted centuries-long 

traditions of Christian sacral culture.  

Based on the elaborate database, the research outlines how the tendencies of 

cultural historical styles were followed in wood carving art during the 19th c. in 

Galicia. It was primarily connected with the decrease in the influence of Ukrainian 

folk art on wood carving as compared to the 18th c. However, due to some social, 

economic and political reasons, as well as cultural changes in the life of 

communities on the territory of the Austrian empire, the impact of Ukrainian folk 

art became visible on the turn of 19th and 20th cc.   

The development of artistic wood-carving in the late 19th and early 20th cc. is 

analyzed in the thesis in two perspectives: (1) through the reproduction of 

historical styles; (2) through the reproduction of ornamental-compositional 

structures of traditional folk art. The research revealed the features of national 

renaissance in the Ukrainian art at the turn of 19th and 20th centuries. An important 

role was played by the initiative of Galician masters of wood-carving to adopt the 

synthesis mechanism, i.e. the combination of influences of different types of 

Ukrainian artistic style in wood carving for churches. It can be proved on the basis 

of the legacy by the Middle Age masters and artistic metal processing of the 

renaissance epoch.  

The synthesis of the motives of embroidering and wood-carving had an 

essential role in the preservation of national traditions, since it emphasizes the link 

of national identity of wood-carving with the reproduction of historical styles: in 

the decoration of the iconostasis in the church of the Protection of the Holy Mother 

of God (1868) in the village of Yablynkuvate of Skole district in Lviv region etc.  
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The present research fills the so-called gap in providing a complex, multi-

sided research on wood-carved church interiors of the mentioned period. The thesis 

puts forward the typology and classification of carved decorations. It is set that the 

carved décor plays a significant role in the décor of these elements of sacral 

culture. The regularities of forming the imagery system of wood carving is 

connected with the religious cult, evolution of form and the manner of cultural 

activities of Ukrainian people.  

A cross has an important place in the sacral culture. The research deals not 

only with the liturgical meaning of the cross, but also with the decorative wood-

carving, since it played an aesthetical role in forming the image systems in the 

spiritual life of Ukrainians.  

Having covered the private and church archives, and examined the works 

directly in their location, the authorship has been attributed to a series of sacral 

plots in Galician carving. These would include the carved works by M. 

Matsievskyi, V. Turchyniak, Ye. Dzyndra et al. Their legacy and artistic profiles 

have been studied, as well it concerns the other names of prominent authors of 

church wood-carving in Galicia. It enabled to bring to the fore new names of 

masters who have enriched the Ukrainian culture. It is notable that later the masters 

followed and applied, on the one hand, the traditions of historical-cultural styles 

(M. Matsievskyi), while, on the other hand, ornamental-compositional structures of 

traditional folk art (V. Turchyniak).  

The worldview principles of artistic style among the masters of cult 

woodcarving in the region were built on ancient cultural traditions of Galicia. 

Christianity, which came after paganism, met on the Ukrainian land a whole 

hierarchy of wise men and pre-Christian artistic traditions of wood-carving. Sacral-

religious culture of Galicians, as the entire Ukrainians, was based on Slavic myths 

and local ancient artistic traditions.  

Multifold motives of wood-carving have a long history, stemming in Old 

Ukrainian culture. It is shown that iconographic repertoire of artistic woodcarving, 

which concerns the painting as well, had a tremendous religious-aesthetic, 
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informative and educational function. Some ornamental motives originate from the 

Paleolithic era (forms of diamond, spruce tree motive etc). The genesis of many 

ornamental motives were tracked which later became the Christian ones (palmate, 

cross, fish, dove etc). The analyzed materials manifested the semiotic and plot 

versatility of sacral spaces in the temples. The expression of religious symbols 

changes over time. In the times of Kyivan Rus’ the sacral art embodies a series of 

symbolic depictions typical of the Christianity, for instance – the fish. Later on, in 

the following centuries the sacred symbol of fish was not so widespread in the 

Ukrainian art, yet the ideogram of the Holy Spirit was visualized through the 

motive of dove, which changed the motive of fish in that aspect. For example, the 

dove as a symbol of the Holy Spirit is depicted above water, which is also present 

on many carved crosses. However, these symbols were not common in the sacral 

woodcarving in 18th and 20th cc., instead the main symbols of the Eucharist – the 

cup, grape and bread – were widespread. Particularly these images, specific to the 

Eastern Christian ritual and often displayed on the royal gates, underlined the 

ethnic and national features of church worship, as well as contributed to the 

preservation of aesthetic specificity of Ukrainian sacral culture.  

The research on the art of cult carving as a phenomenon of Ukrainian sacred 

culture revealed its remarkable role in asserting the Christianity among Ukrainians 

of this region.  

Key words:  art of carving, Galicia, Ukraine, 19th – the first third of 20th 

centuries, sacral culture.  
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