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SUMMARY 

Tatiivska I. P. Institutional Activities of Ukraine Concerning both the Return 

and the Restitution of Cultural Values (1992–2011). — Qualifying scientific work 

as a manuscript copy.  

Thesis to obtain a scientific degree of a candidate of historical sciences in the 

specialty 26.00.01 — Theory and History of Culture. — National Academy for 

Executive Staff of Culture and Arts, Kyiv, 2018. 

The thesis comprises five chapters. The first chapter represents theoretical 

and methodological basis of the research. It was observed that the status of the 

scientific development over the return and the restitution of cultural valuables is 

determined by studying published sources and monographs, information 

concerning both legislative and statutory instruments, and archive materials as 

well. We reviewed the conventions and the agreements concerning the issue under 

study, as well as the legislation of Ukraine in terms of move-out, move-in and 

return of cultural valuables. Besides, we also made a detailed review over the 

insights of local historians and culture experts, including foreign scientists (in 

particular, from Germany, Poland, Russia, the USA etc.), who studied the listed 

questions. It was clarified that the scientific researches available do not include 

sufficient studies concerning the art analysis of cultural valuables, which were 

returned by the representatives of Ukrainian diaspora, found after their illegal 

move-out during and in relation to the Second World War. We mention that the 

return and the restitution of cultural valuables is an issue that is concerned not only 

with historical, cultural and art review at the same time, but also with the state 

management, which areas are directed on both establishment and implementation 

of the state cultural policy within the specified problem, in particular — in terms of 

cultural diplomacy and cultural advocacy that are related with the legal protection 

of the cultural valuables. We also indicate that the development of the theoretical 

justification for the selected topic is, first of all, concerned with the retention of the 

cultural memory of Ukrainian population and review of art science problems as 

well, as the missing parts within local historical and art field are filled thanks to 
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introducing cultural valuables, which were lost due to various historical 

circumstances, to the scientific circulation. We developed a cultural and category-

related instrument that allows distinguishing interrelated definitions.  

The second chapter includes the study over the historical and cultural 

background for the occurrence of the institutions (National Commission’s activities 

concerning the return of cultural valuables to Ukraine (hereinafter — the 

Commission), and in the future — the activities of their successor, State Control 

Service for the movement of cultural valuables through the state border of Ukraine 

(hereinafter — the Service) which activities were aimed at the retention of the 

cultural heritage. We defined the conceptual basis to carry out professional 

activities in terms of both return and restitution, and movement of the cultural 

valuables as key directions of the country’s cultural policy during 1992–2011. We 

defined the content and the understanding of the main tasks and goals for the 

representatives of these institutions, and their historical and culturological 

activities as well, including: 1) search, registration and return of lost or illegally 

moved cultural valuables to Ukraine, which was made when development and 

implementation of activities aimed at ensuring the fulfillment of international 

obligations of Ukraine as a participant of inter-governmental bilateral agreements 

concerning the protection and the return of cultural valuables that were illegally 

moved out during and due to the Second World War; 2) development and 

implementation of state programs, culturological projects, and plans for 

coordinated activities concerning the detection, study and return of cultural 

valuables to Ukraine, and prevention of losing the cultural heritage; 3) scientific, 

methodical and information support for the activities of other bodies within the 

executive government and interested organizations, which are related with the 

return of cultural values to Ukraine, as well as creation of a database for lost 

cultural values. We noted that the functions of a new Service, which was re-

organized from a Commission and became a state management body as part of 

Ministry of Culture in terms of move-out, move-in and return of the cultural 

values, include, except for above listed functions, the control and the review 
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obligations to provide for a permission system for the move-out (temporary move-

out) and move-in of cultural values; these functions are aimed at preventing an 

illegal movement of cultural values, and losses of national historical and cultural 

heritage as well. 

We determined the main large-scale cultural and art projects as part of 

several approved state programs: 1) «Returned names» (1996); 2) «Cultural 

valuables of Ukraine. Losses. Ways to return» (1999); 3) «Cultural values of 

Crimean Tatars. Losses. Ways to return» (2004). It was found that, following the 

implementation of the mentioned programs, the successors of prominent 

Ukrainians who emigrated to Brazil, Great Britain, Venezuela, Canada, Germany, 

Russia, Switzerland, and France as the fate has willed, made a donation to Ukraine; 

we established a fruitful international cooperation with the governments of 

Germany, Poland, Hungary, and Russia concerning the bilateral exchange of 

historical and cultural values to the country of origin; we started our activities on 

returning the works of Crimean Tatars and their comprehensive historical, 

culturological and art researches. We reviewed main stages for the development, as 

well as the details for the establishment of the national legal field to implement the 

state policy regarding the return and the restitution of cultural values, control over 

the movement and the identification of national historical and cultural heritage. 

Following the proclamation of the independence era and the creation of a 

sovereign state, it became necessary to align and to systematize a huge array of 

historical and art material, which has been accumulated during the recent years and 

enriched both our culture and history in an essential manner. 

The third chapter represents a study concerning the milestones of 

Commission’s and Service’s cultural advocacy concerning the return of art 

heritage to Ukraine. We examine the specific development of the detection, the 

storage, the return and the restitution of cultural values, as well as the donations of 

art artifacts from Ukrainian diaspora. We reviewed the approaches to the return of 

cultural values (area of arts) during the independence, when Ukraine signed 

bilateral agreements with: Hungary (1995) and Poland (1996) concerning the 
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cooperation on the retention and the return of cultural values that were brought to 

another country during the Second World War and afterwards; countries from 

Commonwealth of Independent States regarding the return of cultural and 

historical values to the countries of their origin (Minsk agreement dated 1992); 

Germany (1993) and Russia (1994) on the cultural cooperation, etc. We 

determined main partners for international cooperation concerning both the 

research and the return of national rarities from Belarus, Estonia, Germany, 

Poland, Russia, Hungary, the USA, etc. We reviewed a number of cultural values, 

arts collections, archives of prominent artists and public figures, including the 

ethnic Ukrainians from abroad, whose names were hardly known by so far and 

were introduced to the scientific circulation (choreographer Vasyl Avramenko, 

poet Vira Vovk, artist and art scientist Oleksa Hryshchenko, sculptor Petro 

Kapshuchenko, cartoonist Edvard Kozak, Crimean Tatarian language scientist 

Usein Kurkchi, painter and writer Myron Levytsky, poet and literature historian 

Bohdan Lepkyy, Symbolist painter Yukhym Mykhailiv, mosaic and glass artist 

Leonid Molodozhanin, painter Lyudmyla Morozova, library scientist Stipan 

Siropolk, architect and arts scientist Volodymyr Sichynsky, Postimpressionist 

painter and Futurist poet Vasyl Khmelyuk, anthropologist and Africanist Yury 

Shumovsky, etc.), which was the result of the «Returned names» state program 

(1996) implemented by the Commission and aimed at the cooperation with public 

organizations of Ukrainians abroad, essential activation of their public activities, 

which are related with the protection of historical homeland and retention of both 

national memory and identity. 

The fourth chapter represents a study over the main principles and common 

targets for the cooperation of both the Commission and the Service with state 

security structures, in order to enable the international research and to return 

stolen, illegally taken out cultural values. It is emphasized that the Service became 

an administrator for the cooperation with both law enforcement and customs 

bodies to struggle with illegal circulation of cultural values, smuggle of art works, 

documentary artifacts, religious items, etc. We reviewed the main aspects for the 
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study and the popularization of the information concerning the cultural values, 

which were returned, stolen or lost during the Second World War, in particular: 

establishment, holding and participation in conferences, publishing of losses’ 

catalogs and arts publications related with the cultural values returned to Ukraine, 

maintenance of databases regarding the lost cultural valuables, etc. We stressed out 

the establishment of a network comprising Service’s regional bodies in eight 

regions of Ukraine, which almost implemented control and inspection functions by 

reviewing the applications of cultural valuables’ owners concerning their right to 

move them out of Ukraine, by issuing a relevant permissive document, by 

providing for a state expertize of cultural valuables declared for moving out 

(temporary moving out) and when returning them after the temporary moving out 

in order to identify such cultural valuables. 

The fifth chapter represents a historical, culturological and art-related review 

over cultural and arts values obtained by the state thanks to the activities of both 

the Commission and the Service during 1992–2011 and transferred to the state 

collections of museums, libraries, archives. We offered to distinguish three 

categories of returned cultural valuables: 1) archive materials and literature; 

2) archaeological heritage and heritage of historical value, cultural valuables of 

religious purpose; 3) works of painting, decorative applicable and folk art. The 

information concerning the contributors, the country of donation’s origin, 

distribution to museum, archive and library funds of Ukraine was given broken 

down by years, according to the return to Ukraine. We reviewed the memorials of 

prominent personalities of our country, which were returned to Ukraine, including 

the collections of numismatics, notaphily, faleristics, works of religious use, 

decorative applicable and folk art, as well as graphics, paintings, fresco paintings, 

sculptures, icons, and which register was established following the review of 

Commission’s and Service’s current archives.  

Key words: art, cultural values, cultural memory, restitution, Ukraine, late 

20
th
 — early 21

st
 century. 
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