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METHODOLOGY OF ARCHIVISTICS RESEARCH
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The aim of the article. Methodological model development of the scientific research in the archivistics
study field involves philosophical, general scientific and special principles and methods. Specification of the
methodological toolkit for investigation and thematic complexes of archival files classification is the purpose
of the article. Methodology of the research implies using specific methods of archivistics study to consider
the problems of collecting, examination, description, storage, and accessibility of thematic archival files
complexes. The methodology of archival files processing will facilitate their implementation into scientific
space and social circulation, determination of their informational content, and proper generalization and
conclusions on the specific theme.  Scientific novelty of the investigation deals with substantiating the
peculiarities of scientific archival files processing with general scientific methods, methods of allied sciences
and their branches. Conclusions. The necessity to involve the number of general scientific and specific means
and methods of archival files investigation into the list of archivistics study methods was distinguished what
allows to distinguish social-communicative relations of thematic archival files complex.
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METOAOJIOT'TA APXIBO3HABYOT'O JOCJILIKEHHSA
TEMATHYHUX KOMIIVIEKCIB APXIBHUX TIOKYMEHTIB

Merta po6otu . [106y006a mMemoOdonoitinoi MoOeri HayK08020 QOCHIONCEHHS 8 2A1Y3T APXIGO3HABCEA
nepedbauae 3anyueHHs QilocodCbKUX, 3a2aNbHOHAYKOBUX MA CREYIAIbHUX aAPXIBO3HABYUX NPUHYUNIE |
Mmemodie. OKkpecieHHss MemoOoa0IUHO20 IHCIMPYMEeHmMAapito 0I5l 6UGHeHHs ma Kiacugikayii memamuyHux
KOMNIEKCi8 apXi6HUX OOKYMeHmie cmanogums memy 0anoi cmammivieTonoaoris 1ociakeHHs nepeddoayae
3aCMOCY8AHMA CNEYianiz08aHUux Memooie apXiGo3HaA8Cmea 01 po32asidy npoorem 30upanns, eKcnepmusu,
ONnuUCy8anHs, 30epicanHs ma HA0aHHs 00CMYny 00 MemMamudHux KOMNIeKcie apxiHux 0okymenmis. Memoouxa
ONpayIOB8aHHs aApPXiHUX OOKYMEHMI8 CNPUAMUME 8RPOBAONCEHHIO IX 00 HAYKOBO20 NPOCMOPY Md COYIANbHO20
0b6i2y, 6cmaHos1eH s iX iHhopmamugHocmi ma hopMyIr08aHHs 8IONOGIOHUX Y3A2ANbHEHD | BUCHOBKIB 3
Koukpemnoi memamuxu. HaykoBa HOBU3HA PODOTH0I520€ 6 OOTPYHMYBAHHI cneyughiku Haykoeoi pobomu
3 apXiGHUMU OOKYMEHMAaMU 3A2ANbHOHAYKOGUMU MEMOOAMU, MEMOOAMU CYMINCHUX 2any3ell HayKu ma ix
Ooucyuniin. BUCHOBKHU.BcmaHnosieno HeoOXiOHIiCmb 3aAy4enHs 00 NEPeliKy apXiG03HAGHUUX MemMOOi8 HUSKU
3A2AILHOHAYKOBUX MA CReYIaNIbHUX 3ac00i8 ma NPULOMie 00CIIONCeH S APXIBHUX OOKYMEHMIB, Wo 0036801UNb

BCMAHOBUMU COYLATLHO-KOMYHIKAYIHT 36 3KU MEeMAMUYHO20 KOMNLEKCY apXi6HUXDOKYMEHMIS.

KuarouoBi ciioBa: memoodonoeis, apxieni 0OKyMeHmu, apxigo3Hagui Memoou, Qinocopcoki memoou,
3A2ATHOHAYKOBI MEeMOOU, ICMOPUUHI Memoou.

KoBanbckas Jlecsi AunapeeBHa,
KaHIUJaT UICTOPUUYECKUX HAYK, JOLCHT,
TOTIEHT Kadepsl MHOOPMAITMOHHBIX CHCTEM YIIPABIICHUS
Jonerkoro HanmoHanbHOTro yHUBepcuteTa uMenu Bacuns Ctyca

METOAOJOI'USA APXUBOBEJYECKOI'O HCCJIIEAJOBAHUA
TEMATHYECKHUX KOMIIVIEKCOB APXUBHBIX JOKYMEHTOB

Hean padorer.Dopmuposarie Memooor02u4eckol Mooenu 6 001Acmu apxXusosedenus npeoycmampusaen
npuenevenue GuiocopcKux, 06UeHayuHblX u CReYUaIU3UPOSaAHHBIX APXUBOBEOUECKUX NPUHYUNOE U MEMOOO0E.
Onpedenenue MemoooI02U4ecKo20 UHCMPYMeHmapus O1a U3YYeHus U KIACCUuukayuu memamuiecKux
KOMNIEKCO8 APXUBHBIX OOKYMEHMO8 COCMABIAem Yeib OaHHOU CIambl. MeTtonosorusi uceae10BaHusI
npeononazaem npuMeHeHue Memooo8 apxueosederus il pAcCMOMperUs npooIeM HAKONIEHUSE OOKYMEHMO8,
nposedenUs IKCRepmu3bl U ONUCAHUS, OPSAHUIAYUU XPAHEHUS U NPEOOCMABNeHUs. O0CIYNA K MeMAmu4ecKum
KOMNJeKcam apxXushvlx O0oKymenmos. Memoouxka pabomvl ¢ apXueHvIMu OOKYMEHMAMU NO380IUM
8HEOPAMb apXusHble OOKYMeHMbl 8 HAYUHbI U 00ujecmeeHHblll 060pom, NoCnocobcmeyem onpeoeneHuio
Ux UHPOPMAMUSHOCU U POPMYIUPOSKU 0600UeHUL U 8180008 NO KOHKPEMHOU memamuxe. Hayunas
HOBHM3HA PadOThI 3aK1I04Aemcs 8 000CHOBAHUU CheYUDUKU HAYUHOU pabombl ¢ apXUGHbIMU OOKYMEHMAMU
00WeHAYUHBIMU MEMOOAMU, MEMOOAMU CMENCHBIX OMpAcield HayKu u ux oucyuniur.BeiBoabLYcmanoenena
HEoOX00UMOCTb NPUBTIEYEHUS K NePEUHIO APXUBOBEOUECKUX MEeMOO08 PAOAd 0OUWEHAYUHbIX CPeOCmE U NPUEMO8
UCc1e0068anUs APXUGHLIX OOKYMEHMOB, YMo NO3601UM YCMAHOBUMb COYUANbHO-KOMMYHUKAYUOHHbLE CEA3U
BHYMPU MEMAMUYECKO20 KOMNILEKCA APXUBHBIX OOKYMEHMOE.

KunroueBble CJIOBA: Meno00a02Usl, ApXUHble QOKYMEHNbL, APXUBO8EOUECKUe MemoObl, 0OUEeHAY UHble
Memoobl, UCIMOPUYECKUE MEMOObL.



Methodological issues of archival files
investigation was not under due diligence within
the scientific circuit for a long time. Currently to
determine the main principles of methodological
and methodical approach to the file investigation
is one of preferential tasks for a scientist, for
this lies in the base of scientific, objective, and
authentic level of scientific research. Generally,
methodology is the system of principles and
ways, rules and standards of cognition, or simply
science of means of learning [ 1, p. 12—14; 3].

Theoretical basis for documents studying
within social and communicative theory is the
researches on archival files and documents
communications theory of Ukrainian and foreign
scientists such as A. Baskakov, 1. Voitsekhivska,
L. Dubrovina, Ya. Kalakura, I. Kovalchenko,

S. Kuleshov, N. Mandralska, I. Matiash,

of the past, present, and future, is essential when it
comes to the process of registration, storage, and
classification of archival files. It stipulates the archival
arrangement due to the events in a particular historical
environment, in dynamics of their development
according to the stages of historical development. The
principle above combines requirements to study the
current state of an archival file, reconstruction of the
past in terms of the information in the file, to predict
the future, to forecast further object development
tendency. Historicism requires studying not only

the history of the particular document but also the
history of notions which stands for its changes and
development.

Principle of objectivity is focused on providing
with authentic understanding the character of the
object-subject relationship in the process of study.
In accordance with this principle archival file is the

G. Papakin, V. Rizun, M. Smolenskyi, V. Strelskyi representation of an object which is reflected in its

and others [1-12]. The purpose of the article

is to specify the peculiar methodological set of
instruments for investigation and classification
the thematic archival files complexes.

subjective form. Principle of objectivity dispose
an investigator to necessarily refuse entrenched,
traditional, but out-of-date opinions on archival
files, enforces to put personal preferences, likes

Theoretical and methodological achievementsand dislikes away in the process of study, stipulates

of archivistics research in the XX century cause
wide usage of philosophical and general scientific
principles of the scientific study. Scientific rig
our principle occupies the prominent place
enabling substantiation the dialectic basis of
causal relationship, differentiation and integration
processes, constant antilogy of substance and
phenomenon, the content and the form, explicate
objectiveness in the reality estimation. Dialectical

clarification of the contradictory unity of subjective
and objective, the conception of impossibility to
refuse subjectivity while studying and the subject
«presence» in an object.

System principle claims the approach to
the certain set of facts in the archival files as to
an explicit system with its unique regularities and
connections. The main idea of the principle is
the system conception of the investigated object

principle of investigation enables various phenomemmd the system conception of the investigation
observation in interrelation, self-development, and process according to its logics and applied means.

interdependence for all they have prerequisites
and reasons to appear. Dialectic and materialistic

The principle stipulates methodological means
occurrence in the activity arrangement related to the

methodology actually does not function in the formsystem analysis and synthesis. Archivistics science
of rough and simple incoherence of norms, recipes, system principle is focused not on the historical

and means, but in quality of dialectic and flexible

past and the historical management apparatus

system of general principles and regulators of humadevelopment, but on the files left by them. System

activity, in particular, mentality in its integrity.
Fundamental principles of historicism,
objectivity, system approach, comprehensiveness,

relations between these files, their informative
and structure correlations, and the factor of origin
cohesion create the general archival files system.

and research completeness play significant role in tHeis impossible to rupture files complexes in the
archivistics study [4, p. 20]. The seprovide scientifiprocess of their storage without loss of thematic

character, verity, and complexity of the discovery.

Principle of historicism, which is methodological

archival complexes informational content.
Principle of comprehensiveness requires

expression of reality improvement in regards of its the research and assessment of archival files
time element orientation in the form of integral uniteemsidering their internal and external peculiarities.



Comprehensiveness of  the
comprises thorough study of all circumstances
which influenced the appearance, storage, and
the content of the archival files. Verification of

investigation on a personality role in the process of development

[5, p. 228].
One of the used methods of archivistics
research is  descriptive-narrative  method.

possible authenticity alternatives and unilateralism Historical study begins with the description,
prevention in the investigated file assist the researclspecification of the phenomenon that is recorded

complexity. An archival file is system-making
substance which has qualities and features of the
main stages of file processing beginning with the

in the archival file the descriptive structure of
which is distinguished by both the phenomenon
features and its development dynamics together

creation to the final classification of the documents with colloquial language usage as a constituent of

of the thematic archival files complex.

Principle of research exhaustiveness is
oriented on fulfillment the thematic complex,
the results of the archival files value inspection,
and establishing the informative and searching
instrument system and their further usage.
Archival file is connected with other documents
of the thematic archival files complex by
different logical peculiarities regardless of the
location place. Connection exhaustiveness of the
files should be the one to facilitate the necessary
complex to make a decision on the thematic
archival files complex set-up.

the modern for the standard language researcher
one, the scientific notions, terms, and the sources
of information. Necessity of the occasion studying
in relation to the other phenomena requires
descriptive characteristics in the informational
archival file content analysis [5, p. 222].

Essence and content analysis of an
archival file and its constituents enables to
recognize and explain what is hidden from
frivolous investigation and naturally is not
solely independent and unique. Logics of the
event development processes representation in
the archival file can reflect true essence of the

Archivistics analysis of thematic archival filesphenomenon, but its reproduction depends on
complexes enables the methodological instruments methodological conceptions and principles used

set, the research means and methods of social

by the author of the document. To distinguish the

science branches, in particular, historical methods, phenomenon is impossible without description.

usage. Methods of terminological analysis and
notions operationalisation lead to the terms and
notions investigation immanent for the period of
the archival file which appeared in the process
of its historical development, designing, defining
its definitive constructions content and capacity,

distinguishing their interrelation and subordination,in archivistics science. Being

According to I. Kovalchenko, the generalization

without the description is schematizing, the

description without the generalization is factual

account which are interrelated [6].
Comparative-historical method is

widely used in the scientific cognition with

a complex of

and their place in the theory conceptual questions cognitive means and procedures, the methods

which is the base for investigation. Transformation enables to discover similarities and differences
of recorded in the sources terms and notions contenbetween the phenomena, to define their genetic
is behind the actual content development what connection, the general and the specific in their
conceals historical events beyond them [5, p. 244]. development. There are two such kinds of
Substantial variety of terminological analysis as oneomparative-historical methods: comparative-
of the source studies of historiographic methods is typological (which reveals similarity of unrelated
toponymical. Geographical names appeared under phenomena) and comparative-historical (which
certain circumstances of society development, and documents similarity and differences between
the civil life progress led to gradual toponymy phenomena as the result of their origin) [5,
enrichment reflected in the documents. p. 231]. Possibility and necessity to apply this
One of the primordial methods of historical method are determined by the character of the
events study is biographical which is represented object of the investigation — thematic complex
in wide range of archival files. Implementation of the documental historical reality reflection
of biographical method by M. Smolenskyi is as the integration expression of the general, the
connected with solving the methodological issue  repeated, and the individual.



The process of historical study within
thematic archival files complex implies the usage
of retrospective method that helps to realize the
current events progressing — from the reason to
the consequence. The essence of the retrospective
method is to get the access to higher level of
research in order to comprehend and assess the
previous events. Method of an analogy to the past
(analogy method) enables prediction the kind of
the files which will be demanded in the future for
the National Centre for Documentation of Ukraine
development. Quantitative methods are becoming
widely spread in the modern Ukrainian science.
Reality itself represents the unity of content and
form, essence and phenomenon, quantity and
quality. The assets of quantitative methods include
the statistical one which can be used to investigate
archival files of different kinds.

Historical science consists of the branches

offered as a substitute [2, p. 28-29]. It claims the
file selection to store which represent community
life versatility regardless political environment
and social peculiarities and needs.

Principle of centralization is sufficient
in archivistics research as it considers the
administrative archival issues management.
It is mainly used in the research works on the
history and archival issues management, the
theory and methodology of archivistics study.
Principle of centralization stipulates the accurate
hierarchy, the existence of the National Centre
for Documentation and the sole running it. The
principle origins from the Soviet Decree from
I June 1918 on «About reorganization and
centralization of the archival issue» which claimed
the state property of archives, establishment
the state archival fund on the basis of general
regulation of booking structure, registration, and

complex whose specific subject of the investigationarchival documents usage [2, p. 28-29].

is an archival file. It requires disciplinary methods

Principle of archival fund indivisibility is

implementation into the archivistics methodologicakignificant in the process of archival institutions

system. Historiographic heuristics as a special
historical field that produces special methods of
discovery and approaches of documents procedure
is applicable for theoretical development of the
information searching methods in an archival file
[4, p. 23].

funds development. Scientific approach to the
archival files arrangement requires keeping the
archival fund integrity and its storage in the
same archives. The principle defines the further
classification of the archival files of the National
Centre for Documentation of Ukraine according

Archeography methods and approaches, whiclto which the records in the archival fund are

are directed at the archival file informational asset
study and scriptory artifacts in order to introduce
them into scientific and culturological circuit,
are necessary to be used in historical documents
massif investigation. The specific role belongs
to palaecographic method which investigates the
valuable documents history, documents flow
evolution, peculiar scriptory features at the certain
stages of paperwork development using historical-
philological method. Application ofthe method of
archival files investigation enables more accurate
scrutiny of the document content and enables
to explore peculiarities of its execution and its
embodiment.

Archival principles and specialized methods

indivisible and cannot be transferred for keeping
to different archival repositories.

Principle  of  archival  information
availability stipulates accessibility of the archival
information for the extensive social request.
Archival documents of the National Centre
for Documentation of Ukraine are historical
and cultural heritage of the Ukrainians thus, it
states the usage regulations, accessibility and
availability of a historical document.

Specialized principles of the archival affair
should be added to the list of general archivistics
science principles [7, p. 12-13]. Principle of
information validity of the investigated object
requiresits accurate description in the descriptive

of work with archival files sum the methodological article through proper informational characteristics

system up. Since ideological pluralism appeared
in Ukrainian scientific society at the end of XX
century the necessity to replace the archival
communist party principle arose. Principle of
social-political neutrality can be reasonably

in order to distinguish or to identify it among
other archival files.

Principle of omnitude and complexity in the
archival files investigation stipulates the content
and external features analysis of the documents,



information about their authors (the fund
founders) and requires their system consideration,

institutions informational potential capacity of
the file created for these functions feasibility is

arrangement, and interrelation with other documentdifferent. Hence, different levels of files, which

while assessing the files value as well.
Principle of description multifunctioning

were transferred to archivistics institution for
keeping, values emerge. Functional method

means the usage of information features, which are is the method of inspection and anticipation
distinguished in the process of the primal documentfor the National Centre for Documentation

description, under the reproduction in filing
documents of the archives and archival references.
Principle of differential approach is the principle
of archival description which sets up the priority
of the scientific archival records development for
archival references in terms of their scientific and
practical value for the certain archives. Principle
of min-max in the archival description process
enables maximal information exhaustiveness at

data base. It defines document functions of the
institutions which display their own document
flow for archival storage. In combination with
retrospective method the functional one enables
studying the content of documents and document
systems established in the past.

Nowadays, informational method which
uses principles of information theory in
accordance to informational aspects of archival

minimum of language characteristics (means) used issue is becoming vital. In this field it is urgent to

for identification of a described unit.

Principle of pertinence — incorporation of
archival files into groups according to subjective
and other features (except for the origin feature)-
which had been used to classify the files for their
storage arrangement before the principle of origin
was implemented. This principle is exceptionally

consider the information meaning in the process
of the files assessing and usage, to investigate
phenomena of information repeatedness. The
method is used together with quantitative and
mathematical methods of documents processing.
Methods of social communication are
significant for archival file investigation. They

actual at the level of system and subjective-thematienable viewing the historical processes from

catalogues. Principle of continuity (prospect and

the social reciprocal cooperation system point

unification) is implemented into the files arrangemenf view which includes ways, methods, means,
and description beginning with their appearance in and principles of relations of the activity which

the recordkeeping and to archives custody.
Principle of origin (provenience principle)
is the prominent principle of archival fund
management which necessitates consideration of
genetic documents relation with provenance in
order to arrange their storage when relegating the
documents to a certain archival fund. Principle
of territorial allegiance in archival files storage
arrangement requires considering the funds

is directed at the relationship socioengineering
between different social institutions. Engagement
of the theory mentioned above into social processes
investigation 1is based on communications
absorbed in the archival file which becomes the
social-communicatory product process in the
research [7, p. 220]. Theoretical-methodological
model of social connections consists of
information potency of the thematic archival files

relation to the territory, where they were originated,massif of the object of influence on the society

referring the documents to a certain archival fund.

The method of historiographic analysis
that is used in the arcivistics processing the files
belongs to the archivistics methods. The methods
relates archivistics study to the fact of origin,
information production, defines being in demand
of the last for scientific and social circulation in
different materialistic display.

Method of functional analysis in archivistics
study helps to evaluate the files on the assumption
of functions of management, institution, and the
file. According to functional duties of different

consciousness in order to expected reality outlook
and ideological attitude, emotional-psychological
states and motivational mechanisms set-up.

To sum up, it is worthy to emphasize
that analysis of the thematic archival files
complexes will be full and scientifically proved
if to involve philosophical, general scientific,
historical, and specific archivistics methods of
scientific research. The usage of such a complex
methodological toolkit will enable distinguishing
the thematic affinity of the documents in order
to the stable thematic archival files complex set-



up, reproduction the quality representation and the studied society environment, and establishing
investigation of the information file content of social-communicative relations in the past and
the concrete-historical research, reconstruction of the transmission onto current development state.
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